
 

                          
 
 
   
     
     
 

MOORE COUNTY, NC  
REPUBLICAN MEN’S CLUB 

NEWSLETTER  
SEPTEMBER 2022 

      
          In God We Trust                     
                                                    Visit www.mcrmc.club  

                      Founded in December, 1996...Celebrating 26 years in 2022                    
              

              President’s Message by Tom Adams: 
 
As I write we are finishing up our annual trip to the family 
summer cottage on Lake Michigan.  While we’ve had the 
usual warm days and cool nights they expect here this time 
of year, there has been the constant undercurrent of politics 
in the air that causes me to be ready to return to the 
Sandhills. Our old cottage is located in Michigan’s and 
Gerald R Ford’s 3rd Congressional District represented by 
Rep. Peter Meijer. Meijer was one of the 10 Republicans 

who voted to impeach President Trump. He has now paid the price by being tossed 
out of his house seat in the just concluded primary election. It was not pretty. 
 
Why do I write about this you probably ask? Primaries are bitter inter family 
fights. People who are normally on the same side politically divide up in the 
primary. That’s OK, but afterwards we have to all pull together to win in the fall. 
To all of you who backed candidates who did not win in the primary from US 
Senate to Clerk of Court, it’s time to put that loss aside, look forward and do what 
we need to do to turn out the vote. (Not to mention protect the election itself).  
 
In North Carolina, the US Senate race has tightened and will likely be a nail bitter 
on election night. So, what’s that mean? It means ever other contested race on the 
ballot will be close and whoever wins the Senate race will likely have a big impact 
on voters down ballot selections. I’ve said before, the only way there is a “big red 
wave” is if we create it. It’s not like the ocean, waves just don’t form, they have to 
be nourished by our hard work to happen. Time now to convince unaffiliated voter 
to swing our way. It won’t happen by itself. Please help. 
 
So, let’s get out there. Volunteer. Attend a couple of the fund raisers that are still 
out there. Help make calls from your home. Be a poll watcher….We have to do it 
all. To volunteer all you have to do is call or visit our Republican headquarters in 
Olmsted Village or call at 910-420-0615. 
 
     **** 
The Biden Inflation. Back last January when gas was about to hit $4 per gallon, I 
used the term “Biden Inflation” at our January luncheon, for the first time. As you 
know, Biden inflation has worsened to become the worst we’ve seen in 40 years. 
This month marks the MCRMC return to CCNC for our monthly luncheons. It  
also marks a “Biden increase,” in our price to $30. Hopefully, we will be able to 
hold 
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COMMITTEES for 2022: 

 
Membership, Communication 
& Publicity: 
    Todd Maness* 
Finance: 
     Jim Legg* 
Fundraising & Candidate 
Finance:  
     Tom Adams*  
     EC Members     
Golf Tournament 2022: 
     Steve Woodward* 
Nominations: 
    Bill Demastus* 
Program: 
     Patrick Haggerty* 
Bylaws: 
     Bill Scholtes* 
Veterans & First Responders: 
     John Boesch* &  
     Todd Maness* 
*Committee Chair 
 

Members are encouraged 
to join club committees 
that get the behind-the-
scenes work done. Please 
call an EC member if you 
are interested in helping on 
one or more committees. 

                             (President’s message continued from front page) 
 
this price for some time to come. Read announcement below for more information. 
 
      **** 
 
Finally, I want to say this before the election. We all owe Tom Beddow and Bill  
Demastus our thanks for leading our party these last four years. Winning elections 
at all levels has been their signature gift to our party. All of us under Reagan’s Big 
Tent are smart, opinionated, strong conservatives. Managing us can be a full-time 
job. Tom and Bill have filled that bill. Thanks to you both, the Precinct Chairs, the 
Thursday Think Tankers and volunteers who work year-round for Republican 
success on November 8th. 
 
Carpe Diem! 

Tom 
Tom Adams, President 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
RETURN TO CCNC & NEW PRICE 
 
The luncheon meeting for September is back to 
our normal schedule, the third Thursday, 
September 15th. We are back at CCNC with 
registration starting at 11:30am, lunch at noon 
and the program to follow. The all-inclusive cost is now $30 payable by cash, 
or a check made out to CCNC. Reservations are required and must be made 
on or before Sunday, September 11. Go to the club website, 
www.mcrmc.club, and on the home page click on the REGISTER ONLINE  
button in the luncheon announcement. See the luncheon article later in this 
newsletter for more details about the luncheon. 
_______________________________________________________ 

 
The primaries are over, and the general 
election is just around the corner on Tuesday, 
November 8.  In this newsletter is more 
information about early voting, including 
details about absentee voting. In the October 
issue of the newsletter watch for SAMPLE 

ballots including recommendations on which candidates are recommended 
by the Moore County GOP. It is critical that all conservative Republicans 
and others that support conservative governance get engaged in this election 
and GO VOTE! 
 
Have you met the local, state, and federal Republican candidates? Have you 
had a chance to hear them in person, asked them questions, shaken their 
hand? There will be opportunities for in-person interaction 
at the September and October luncheon meetings. Also, 
there are numerous political events in Moore County during 
September, October and right up to the November election 
date. So, watch for emails and online announcements on the 
MCRMC and GOP websites for more information. 



 

Golf Tournament Fundraiser  
Treasurer’s Report - Final 

 
The 26th Annual John Reburn 
Memorial Golf Tournament, the 
Men's Club major annual 
fundraiser, was held on June 
20.  CCNC hosted the event on the 
Dogwood Course.  Dogwood 
Course is rated the 4th best course 
in NC.  Thanks to the hard work 
of Steve Woodward, chair of the golf committee, 
volunteers, and CCNC staff the event was extremely 
successful.  .  A special thanks to Bradley Dick for 
bringing  the tournament to life with photographs. 
Eighty-four civilian golfers and 36 first responders 
golfers participated.  A special thanks to those that 
sponsored first responders, sponsored a hole, and 
other contributions.  The mission of the Men's Club 
is to elect Republican candidates to office.  This 
fundraiser goes a long way to complete the mission.  
 

Revenue        $28,290.00 
Expenses       $14,428.00 
Net Profit      $13,862.00 
 
                                         ####### 
 

Club financial status report: 
 

Money quote of the month by Richard Friedman" 
 
"Money will buy you a fine dog, but only love can 
make it wag its tail" 
 
Beginning Balance, July 1, 2022                   $41,247 
Contributions received July & August            1,980 
Disbursements made July August                  20,519  
 
Ending Balance, Aug 31,2022                       $22,708 
 

Luncheon Meeting News - September 
 
As already mentioned earlier, our 
September luncheon meeting has 
returned to CCNC and will be 
held on Thursday, September 15 
with registration starting at 
11:30am. You have by now seen 
more than one email 

announcement about the luncheon and also may have 
seen luncheon information on our club website, 
www.mcrmc.club. We look forward to returning to 
CCNC and seeing the updated new renovation of the  
ballroom where we hold our luncheons. 

As you have seen in the email and website luncheon 
notices, the cost of the meals has gone up to $30. It is 
important to remember that this price is all inclusive, 
therefore there are no additional charges for 
gratuities, taxes, beverages (tea with lunch and coffee 
after lunch) or dessert after the meal. While we all 
wish that the meal cost had not been increased, it is 
not unexpected with the steep increases in food costs 
and the overall rapid inflation we have seen under 
the Biden administration. As usual you will pay for 
lunch at registration with cash or a check made out 
to CCNC. 
 
On a closing note, you have seen in the email and 
website luncheon notices that registration is best 
made online at either the MCRMC website, 
www.mcrmc.club, or by clicking on the registration 
link provided in the email notices. After you make 
your reservations, including any guest(s) you are 
bringing, you will receive an email confirmation. If 
for any reason you do not get a confirmation, you 
cannot make a reservation, or you have a question, 
please call or email me: 
 

Mike Freidel – Lunch Administrator 
mefreidelsr@charter.net  

(910) 772-6436 
 

I look forward to seeing you in September. 
 

                       Newsletter Information: 
 
This, and future issues of the 
newsletter are being posted on the 
Club Website, www.MCRMC.club. 
Those having an email address will 
get notice that the newsletter is available and a copy 
by email. Those who do not have an email address 
will get a paper copy by US mail. If you have an 
email address but also want a paper copy, just send 
an email to me, and request one:        
paulshaffer1943@gmail.com   
 

Elected Officials Contact Information: 
 
To get the most recent elected officials 
contact information, visit the Moore 
Count Board of Elections Website:  

https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departments
/board-of-
elections/elected%20officials%202022.03.03.pdf  
 

Program News – September & Beyond 
By Patrick Haggerty – VP Programs 



 

Because we are now in the Fall of 
an election year, the next three 
meetings of the Moore County 
Republican Men’s Club will focus 
on the November 8th election. 
 
The following candidates have 
confirmed they will speak at the September 15th 
meeting; 
 
Jim Von Canon, Moore County Commission 
Chris Castelli, U.S. Congress 
Trey Allen, NC Supreme Court 
Richard Dietz, NC Supreme Court 
 
All the candidates have agreed to come early and stay 
late to visit with MCRMC members. 
 
The October 20th meeting will be candidates for the 
Board of Education.  Ted Budd’s staff is working to 
get the October 20th meeting on Ted’s schedule.  
 
The November 18th meeting will be a review of local 
and state elections.  It will be a lively and active 
discussion 10 days after the election. 
 
Extensive renovations to the Country Club of North 
Carolina are complete, so MCRMC is resuming to 
that venue. 
 
The higher prices at the grocery store affects clubs 
too.  So, the new fee for the entire lunch and program 
is now $30.  As always, cash or check are accepted, no 
credit cards. 
 
I look forward to seeing you there. 
 
Patrick Haggerty 
pat@patrickhaggerty.com 

 
Moore County GOP News 

 
EVENTS, EVENTS, EVENTS! 

 
As mentioned earlier in this newsletter, there are  
multiple opportunities for voters to meet and greet 
Republican candidates between now and election 
day, Tuesday, November 8th.  

Tom Beddow, Chairman of the 
Moore County GOP, encourages 
each of you to attend any, as many, 
or all of the upcoming events that 
feature our Republican candidates 
for local, state, or federal office. We 
expect candidates to be at both the 
Republican Women’s and 
Republican Men’s club meetings in 

September and October. They will likely be available 
before and after these meetings to allow you to talk 
with them one-on-one. In addition, some will be 
speakers at the luncheon meeting programs. 
 
There will also be numerous other events throughout 
the county where you can meet with one or more 
candidates. To find out about these events watch 
your email. Also, you should visit the websites of the 
GOP, www.mooregop.com, the Men’s Republican 
club, www.mcrmc.club, and the Moore Republican 
Women’s club, www.mrwnc.org.  
 
Following are three such events, among others. 
 
(Note you may get full access and information on 
these events, including signup information, 
reservations, locations, and tickets, by going to the 
Moore County Republican Website: 
 

www.mooregop.com  



 

 
 
Get involved, go to an event, support Republican 
candidates at the local, state, and federal level. 

Moore County Republican Women News: 
Letter from President Maureen Krueger 

Toward more 
common sense 
and less Cobra 
Effect 

It seems like 
Democrat leaders are lacking 

common sense and an understanding 
of history. What President Joe Biden, 
his Democrat minions and media 
lapdogs have instead is a massive 
spending agenda masked in Orwellian 
newspeak. They blithely and 

disingenuously refer to their $737 billion prodigal 
plan as an Inflation Reduction Act, their $2.2 trillion 
spending spree as the Build Back Better Plan and 
their $350 billion spendthrift scheme as the American 
Recovery Act.  

According to economic experts at the Penn Wharton 
Business School, the Inflation Reduction Act will 
have little to no effect on inflation. The Congressional 
Budget Office likewise opined that this latest 
spending program will not reduce inflation. 
Americans with common sense don’t need experts to 
recognize Democrats’ false promises. All they need to 
do is look at their grocery bills. I did. I pulled up my 
grocery orders from August and September 2021 and 
compared them to identical orders if placed today. 
The comparison was shocking, with today’s prices 
reflecting a 22% and 56% increase respectively. 

…Read more about "The Cobra Effect" that makes 
problems worse. 

Maureen 
                                  ##### 
To learn the “Latest news from MRW” and more, go 
to: www.mrwnc.org  
 

Fall Election News – Absentee Ballots  
 
As noted throughout this 
newsletter, the fall 
general election is fast 
approaching, election day 
being on Tuesday 
November 8. To get our 
membership prepared 
and as informed there will be numerous articles, 
election how-to information and a sample ballot in 
the September and October issues of the  



 

newsletter. In this issue there is some general 
information followed by more detailed information 
about voting by absentee ballot. In addition to 
reading the information in the newsletter, members 
are encouraged to go to the Moore County Board of 
Elections website,  
https://www.moorecountync.gov/board-of-elections,  
as a resource for other detailed voter information.  
 
General Election and Absentee Voter Information: 
 

Elections Overview: 

2022 Elections  

 Early Voting Begins October 20 to November 
05, 2022 (Hours and Location) 

 UOCAVA General Election Notice 
 Official Election Night Results 2022 Primary 
 General Election 2022 Candidate List 
 Deadline to Submit Signatures (Write-in 

Candidates) August 10, 2022 at 12 noon 
 Absentee Ballots Available by Mail: September 

09, 2022 
 Voter Registration Deadline (October 14, 2022 

at 5:00 pm) 
 Last Day to Request Absentee Ballot: 

November 01, 2022 at 5:00 pm 
 Election Day: November 08, 2022 - 6:30 am to 

7:30 pm (All Precincts Open) 

Absentee Voting 

In North Carolina, absentee voting is broadly divided 
into three categories: absentee-by-mail voting, 
military and overseas citizens voting (also called 
UOCAVA voting), and absentee one-stop voting. 
These processes are all considered absentee, 
because the voting takes place away from the 
traditional Election Day precincts. 

  BY MAIL 
  BY ONE-STOP 
  MILITARY & OVERSEAS 

Any registered North Carolina voter can request a 
mail-in absentee ballot. This type of absentee voting 
allows a voter or a near relative or legal guardian to 
request that an absentee ballot be sent to the voter 
by mail. The voter may vote the ballot and return it to 
the county board of elections by the ballot return 
deadline. 

 How to Request an Absentee Ballot 

Options to request an Absentee Ballot by Mail: 

 Online at the absentee ballot request portal 

 On paper with the NC Absentee Ballot Request 
Form 

Who may request an absentee Ballot? 

 The voter or the voter’s near relative (spouse, 
brother, sister, parent, grandparent, child, 
grandchild, mother-in-law, father-in-law, 
daughter-in-law, son-in-law, stepparent, or 
stepchild) or legal guardian. 

Assistance Requesting an Absentee Ballot: 

 Voters who are blind or disabled, or who cannot 
read or write may receive assistance in 
completing the request form. 

 If the assistance is provided by someone other 
than a near relative or legal guardian, that 
person’s name and address must be listed on 
the State Absentee Ballot Request Form. 

Returning the Absentee Ballot Request Form: 

 Completed request forms may only be delivered 
to the county board of elections by one of the 
following: 

o the voter 
o the voter’s near relative or verifiable legal 

guardian 
o a member of a multipartisan assistance 

team (MAT) Page 
o U.S. Postal Service or designated 

delivery service authorized pursuant to 
26 U.S.C. § 7502(f). 

o Forms returned by any other person will 
not be processed. 
  

 A signed and completed State Absentee Ballot 
Request Form must be received by the county 
board of elections office no later than 5:00 PM on 
the Tuesday prior to the date of the election for 
which the ballot is being requested. 

 Requests that are received after the absentee 
request deadline will not be deemed timely, 
regardless of any postmark date. 

 Request forms that are delivered by the deadline 
to the State Board will be considered timely. In 
the interest of ensuring that county boards of 
elections are able to promptly process voters’ 
absentee requests, we strongly recommend that 
forms be submitted to the appropriate county 
board of elections 

A request for absentee ballots is not valid if any of 
the following apply: 

 The completed written request is not on the 
State Absentee Ballot Request Form. 

 The written request is completed, partially or in 
whole, or signed by anyone other than the voter, 



 

the voter's near relative or verifiable legal 
guardian, or a MAT member. 

 The written request does not contain all of the 
required information. 

 The completed written request is returned to the 
county board by someone who is not authorized 
to return the request. 

Copying and Distributing Absentee Ballot Request 
Forms: 

 It is permissible to make copies of the Absentee 
Ballot Request Form for distribution. 

 It is not permissible for candidates, campaigns, 
individuals or groups to create their own 
absentee ballot request form.  

Mail Absentee Requests to: 
Moore County Board of Elections 
Post Office Box 787 
Carthage, NC  28327  
 
Hand Deliver Requests to: 
Moore County Board of Elections 
700 Pinehurst Ave 
Carthage, NC  28327 

Completing the Absentee Ballot Request form 

Required Information: 

 When completing the State Absentee Ballot 
Request Form the following information is 
required:   

 The name and address of the residence of the 
voter 

 The name and address of the voter's near 
relative or verifiable legal guardian if that 
individual is making the request 

 The address of the voter to which the application 
and absentee ballots are to be mailed if different 
from the residence address of the voter 

 One of the following types of identification 
numbers for the voter: 

o North Carolina driver’s license 
o North Carolina special identification card 

for nonoperators 
o last four digits of social security number 

 The voter's date of birth. 
 The signature of the voter or of the voter's near 

relative or verifiable legal guardian, if that 
individual is making the request  

 A clear indicator of the date the election 
generating the request is to be held 

 If a voter who is seeking a ballot for a partisan 
primary is registered as unaffiliated, the political 
party in whose primary the voter wishes to 
participate must be identified. This information 
enables the board of elections to determine 
which type of ballot to send to the voter. 

Voting the ballot 

Witnesses: 

 In the presence of one (1) Notary Public OR two 
(2) witnesses, the voter should mark the ballot, 
or if the voter is unable to mark the ballot, shall 
cause it to be marked according to the voter’s 
instructions. 

 Witnesses should not observe so closely that 
they are able to see what votes the voter marked. 
What is required is that the witnesses sees the 
that the voter is voting the ballot 

Prohibited Witnesses: 

 The following individuals are prohibited from 
serving as a witness on an absentee ballot: 

o A person who is under 18 
o An individual who is a candidate for 

nomination or election to such office, 
unless the voter is the candidate’s near 
relative 

 Additionally, if the voter is a patient or resident 
of a hospital, clinic, nursing home, or rest home, 
the following people are also prohibited from 
serving as a witness on the absentee ballot: 

o An owner, manager, director, employee 
of the hospital, clinic, nursing home, or 
rest home in which the voter is a patient 
or resident 

o An individual who holds any elective 
office under the United States, this State, 
or any political subdivision of this State 

o An individual who holds any office in a 
State, congressional district, county, or 
precinct political party or organization, or 
who is a campaign manager or treasurer 
for any candidate or political party; 
provided that a delegate to a convention 
shall not be considered a party office. 

Certification of Witness and Assistants: 

 The voter’s witnesses must, after observing that 
the voter marking the ballot, complete and sign 
the envelope in the space designated as 
Witnesses’ 
Certification.  Information REQUIRED from 
witnesses:  address, printed name & signature 
(even if the witness is a spouse, the address 
portion MUST be completed) 

 Any person who assisted the voter must sign 
and date the certificate in the proper place on the 
envelope. 

After Marking the Absentee Ballot: 

 Once the ballot is marked, the voter or a person 
assisting the voter must:   



 

o 1) seal the ballot in the container-return 
envelope and 

o 2) complete the Absentee Application on 
the ballot container-return envelope. 

Returning the ballot 

 For civilian absentee voters, once the Absentee 
Application and Certificate is fully executed with 
all relevant signatures, the voted ballot (placed 
inside the container-return envelope) must be 
returned to the county board of elections no later 
than 5:00 PM on Election Day. 

 Absentee ballots received after 5:00 PM on 
Election Day will be timely only if they are 
received by mail no later than 5:00 PM on the 
third day following the date of the election, and 
bear a postmark that is dated on or before 
Election Day. 

 The envelope may be mailed or delivered in 
person to either the county board of elections 
office or to an open one-stop absentee voting 
site during the early voting period. 

 Only the voter or the voter’s near relative may 
take possession of the absentee ballot for 
purposes of returning the ballot to the board of 
elections.  

Tom Schroeder 
  

 
Tom’s News  

Moore County Conservative 
News 

 

 
Thomas Schroeder 
email: tom@tschroeder.info 
mobile phone: 4501-(910) 687  

 
Tom’s Thoughts 

2022 Moore County Republican Endorsed 
Candidates  

 
See the list of Moore County Republican Party ( MC 
GOP )  endorsed candidates. 
 
If you want additional information regarding any of 
the below candidates go to MC GOP 
website  [ https://www.mooregop.com/gop-
candidates ] and click on the small globe below the 
candidate's name. 
 
The MC GOP has indicated that they will once 
again be producing "Sample Ballots" as soon as they 
are available from MC Board of Elections.  We have 
been told that "Sample Ballots" are not scheduled to 
be released until sometime after Labor Day. 

 
A small pocket-size card similar to the below list can 
be picked up at the MC GOP 

headquarters.    Map/Directions   

 
See the List Below for More Details.  

 

Article 
 

2022 Moore County Republican  
Endorsed Candidates  

 
If you want additional information regarding any of 
the candidates above go to MC GOP website [ 
https://www.mooregop.com/gop-candidates ] and 
click on the small globe below the candidate's name. 

 
---------- Federal Candidates --------- 
   
US Senate: Tedd Budd 
US House of Rep: Richard Hudson 

------ NC State Judge Candidates ------ 
  
NC Supreme Court: Richard Dietz 
NC Supreme Court: Trey Allen 
NC Court of Appeals: Julee Flood 
NC Court of Appeals: Donna Stroud 
NC Court of Appeals: John Tyson 
NC Court of Appeals: Michael Stading 

--------- NC General Assembly --------- 
  
NC Senate Dist 21: Tom McInnis 
NC House Dist 51: John Sauls 
NC House: Dist 52: Ben Moss 
NC House Dist 78: Neal Jackson 

--------- NC District Court ------------- 
        
NC Dist Court: Warren McSweeney  
NC Dist Court: Beth Tanner 

 
 ------MC Board of Commissioners------ 
 
MC Board Comm Dist 1: Jim Von Canon 
MC Board Comm Dist 2: Nick Picerno 
MC Board Comm Dist 3: John L Ritter 
MC Board Comm Dist 5: Kurt Cook 

------------ MC Candidates --------------- 
 



 

MC Clerk of Superior Court: Todd Maness 
MC Register of Deeds: William (Bill) Britton 

--------------- MC Sheriff ----------------- 
 
MC Sheriff: Ronnie Fields 

-----------MC School Board ------------- 
 
MC Board of Ed At Large: Ken Benway 
MC Board of Ed At Large: Pauline Bruno  
MC Board of Ed Dist 3: Shannon Davis 

----- MC Soil & Water Conservation ------ 
 
District Supervisor: Scott Sheffield  
 
District Supervisor: Lewin Blue  

 
If you want additional information regarding any of 

the candidates above go to MC GOP website [ 
https://www.mooregop.com/gop-candidates ] and 

click on the small globe below the candidate's name. 
 

                                    Tom’s News 
Pinehurst, NC 

Thomas Schroeder 
email : tom@tschroeder.info 

  
Reslove Blog: 

(Editor’s Note: Several newsletters back, we started including 
an article from the blog: RESOLVE. To see all the most recent 
articles, go to the following: www.resolvenc.blog  (If reading 
this in the paper newsletter, type the link address in your web 

browser.) 

 
Libby’s war 
 
By Steve Woodward – August 21 
 
A newspaper in cosmopolitan Charlotte, the Observer, 
sent a woke snowflake to Moore County to find out why 
so many of our natives are restless about public 
education. 
 
Libby Carter, the lame duck vice chair of the Moore 
County Board of Education, welcomed young Paige 
Masten’s inquiries, as did school board candidate Rollie 
Sampson. No other member of the board or candidates 

were quoted. Paige Masten is a recent graduate of UNC-
Chapel Hill, class of 2021, yet, somehow, she is a 
member of the Observer’s editorial board. Thus, we 
know that the author is a freshly minted Marxist. Her 
pronouns surely run the length of her arm. 

Three board members elected in 2020 are summarily 
dismissed by the Marxist as right-wingers. She readily 
accepts Carter’s characterization as a self-proclaimed a 
middle-of-the-roader. The piece fails to reference the 
reforms championed by this 2020 trio – David Hensley, 
Philip Holmes and Bob Levy – and the many votes 
resulting in 7-0 and 6-1 outcomes. 
 
The many changes these newcomers to the board have 
delivered are a result of the expanded public awareness 
they have ignited. Yet, it is this very awakening that 
sent the Observer’s Masten to Moore County. Whoever 
promoted the angle she pursued seems to have 
convinced her that parents and fellow taxpayers in 
Moore are on the brink of “pitchforks and torches” 
hysteria, and that defenders of the education status quo 
such as Carter will not be spared their wrath. 
 
Any hysteria in our midst is not on the side of 
reformers, as anyone in the county well knows who has 
paid attention or attended school board meetings and 
pre-meeting rallies. Readers of the Observer have been 
told just the opposite. The headline warns of a “fiery” 
race for school board seats in November, as if these 
races should be polite affairs devoid of rancor. That 
ship sailed at least a decade ago when “wokeness” 
began to infect public education like a cancer, 
compromising student proficiencies in reading and 
math. 
 
Administrators such as recently retired Moore 
Superintendent Robert Grimesey refocused priorities 
toward “social, emotional learning,” equity and gender 
fluidity. Grimesey is gone but his legacy burns 
passionately in the hearts of board members Carter, 
chair Pam Thompson, Stacey Caldwell and Ed 
Dennison, and new superintendent Tim Locklair.  
 
Candidates Sampson and Robin Calcutt have been part 
of educational decline in their various roles. Former 
teacher and principal Calcutt was Moore School’s 
director of academic planning and accountability under 
Grimesey even as grade-level reading and math scores 
were entering a freefall. Sampson was a military liaison 
to Moore schools who publicly affirmed that she would 
encourage school pronoun fluidity as a board member 
because to deny them would spark suicidal tendencies 

in students. 
 
(Candidates Sampson (L) 
and Calcutt exude optimism 
and radiance during an 
August 2022 school board 
meeting.) 
 
They know they can’t run on 
checkered records and woke 



 

platforms, so the narrative has shifted to fear and 
loathing, and the Observer absorbed it with spongelike 
enthusiasm.  
 
Let us go back to 2021 when Carter and her allies 
created the fear narrative. They concocted a tale in 
which a crazed woman recorded a voice message on a 
central administrative office phone line. Thereafter, the 
public was informed of a credible threat to the safety of 
board members during periodic meetings. This led to 
months of citizens standing in lines to pass through a 
metal detector and gave Carter cover when she refused 
to move the board meetings to larger venues. The logic 
was rooted in this: a larger meeting space will merely 
attract more angry parents and enraged fellow citizens.  
 
Thus, by simply turning against those voicing 
opposition to school closures, useless virtual learning, 
ineffective masking, and the resulting learning gaps 
that only compounded already pathetic reading and 
math performances, Carter weaponized the virus and 
demonized those she was elected to serve.  
 
Now here we are just more than two months from the 
November election in which three board seats are 
contested. Carter is not seeking re-election, she 
told The Observer, because “negative attacks, threats on 
my family, threats on my home, (and) lies that have 
been told about me by some members of the far right 
are just impossible to live with.” 
 
To date, there has been no evidence presented by Carter 
to support said threats. The State Bureau of 
Investigation never tracked down the person who 
recorded the allegedly threatening voicemail, and 
subsequently suspended further investigation. 
 
Sampson says she, too, is afraid for personal safety as a 
candidate. Her many adversaries say they are “at war 
with us, and they’re not joking.” 
 
Political battles often are cast as wars between 
ideological opposites. To the extent that there is a war 
in Moore County, it is an intellectual war that the Left 
and the woke know they can’t win. They can deny data 
and outcomes, but informed voters will see through 
these denials. They can claim that criticism is the same 
as the threat of a physical attack while doing nothing to 
try to diminish problems that stir the hearts of critics. 
 
The Observer zeroed in on school board candidate Ken 
Benway, who vocalized what is at stake in November 
this way: “Whoever wins gets our kids.” 
 
He is right, of course. If Sampson and Calcutt, a 
registered Republican who is known as “likeable,” win 
they will fall into lockstep with the woke education 
agenda entrenched in school districts nationwide. 
Along with incumbent Thompson, who is running 
against conservative Christian Shannon Davis, this trio 
would continue to veil “SEL” as elements of classical 
learning, support teaching that the founding of 
American was immoral and irredeemable, mask the 

root cause of declining grade-level reading and math 
scores, and demand that children be masked the next 
time Democrats need a public health crisis to win an 
election. 
 
If this isn’t a line in the sand, what is? But by 
demanding transparency and reform, 
the Observer warns that Hensley, Holmes and Levy (and 
the three candidates they back, Benway, Pauline Bruno 
and Davis) will go right on unfairly maligning “good 
teachers” and running off “good leaders.” Worse, they 
will continue to remove “vulgar” books from libraries, 
support equal discipline of students despite their race, 
and demand teachers be hired on qualifications rather 
than skin color. 
 
Against the backdrop of the Left’s naked agenda to 
pursue indoctrination of students, real world examples 
emerge proving that their opponents are not merely 
consumed by their rhetoric. In other words, Moore 
residents are not the stooges the Observer claims we are. 
 
“The Wisconsin Institute for Law and Liberty paper 
reports almost 2,000 students graduate yearly from 
Wisconsin’s teacher-training programs,” writes Daniel 
Buck, an eighth-grade teacher in Milwaukee who holds 
a master’s degree in education from the far-left 
University of Wisconsin (The Wall Street Journal, August 
19, 2022). “The Teachers College at Columbia 
University has more than 90,000 alumni. These 
institutions are producing a teaching workforce imbued 
with a radical ideology but lacking instructional 
skills (emphasis added). Their influence over thought, 
policy, instructional practice, and curricula is far-
reaching.” 
 
How can teachers continue to be coddled as underpaid 
and underappreciated when they are driving the 
academic bus over the cliff? The answer is: a continuing 
mass exodus from public schools.  
 
A new poll from Education Next, an education policy 
publication, found that enrollment in public schools 
has dropped by four percent over the last two years, 
reported TheHill.com on August 16, 2022. That equates 
to nearly two million students who stopped attending 
public schools between 2020 and 2021. 
 
Data of this certitude apparently has not entered the 
orbit of editors and reporters at The Observer, which 
merely is the The Pilot but with slightly better writing 
and larger circulation. Snowflake Masten laid bare her 
motivation for visiting Moore and unraveling what she 
sees as our alarming dysfunction. In doing so she 
inadvertently arrived at the truth. 
 
“Therein lies the problem: it is no longer about 
education, at least not anymore,” Masten writes. “It is 
about control. This isn’t merely a disagreement about 
funding or policy, but a fundamental dispute over what 
— and who — our society should look like.” 
 
Call it a dispute or frame it as a war. It’s one we can’t 



 

lose. As the Left likes to say, let’s do it for the kids. 
 
Steve Woodward is editor of Moore Liberty Digest, the 
indispensable, independent newsletter informing 
conservative Republicans and exposing the hypocrisy of 
Libby Carter, Frank Quis, John Strickland and Matt Garner. 

From and About our Members: 
 

Former Member, Attorney and 
Civil Rights Activist Dies 

(Editor’s Note: 

The following 

article is 

reprinted from 

The Pilot 

Newspaper) 
 

Herman Thompson in 2021, left and with the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. in 1964 
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Herman Thompson, Trail-Blazing Southern Pines 
Lawyer and Civil Rights Crusader, Dead at 91 
 
By JAYMIE BAXLEY || jaymie@thepilot.com 
 
Aug 14, 2022 Updated Aug 16, 2022 
 
Herman Thompson, a trail-blazing Southern Pines 
lawyer who received advice from the Rev. Martin 
Luther King Jr. as a young Civil Rights organizer, 
has died. He was 91. 
 
For many years, Thompson was the only Black 
lawyer in Moore County. He grew up in Missouri and 
became involved with the St. Louis chapter of the 
NAACP and the Congress of Racial Equality in the 
1960s. 
 
Two days after King delivered his immortal “I Have 
a Dream” speech on the steps of the Lincoln 
Memorial in 1963, Thompson participated in a series 
of protests against discriminatory hiring practices at 
a St. Louis bank. Thompson was later sentenced to 60 
days in jail and fined $500 for his role in the 
demonstrations. 
 
He would spend only a couple weeks behind bars 

before the conviction was overturned by an appellate 
court. The following year, he met King during a 
CORE convention in Miami. 
 
“I started talking to him in general about the Civil 
Rights struggle in St. Louis,” Thompson recalled in a 
2019 interview with The Pilot. “He listened and gave 
me some advice about how things should be done. He 
gave us some strategies and techniques that we could 
use, but the main thing he stressed was that we 
should be non-violent.” 
 
The two men crossed paths again while Thompson 
was working toward his law degree at Howard 
University in 1968. King was assassinated shortly 
after their second meeting. 
 
“After hearing on my car radio that he had been 
shot, I went inside to tell my professor and he 
stopped his class,” Thompson told The Pilot. “It was 
devastating. You didn’t want to eat, sleep or do 
anything. It just kind of made you numb.” 
 
Thompson graduated from Howard and went on to 
practice law in Nebraska and Charlotte before 
settling in Southern Pines, where he operated out of 
offices on Gaines and Bennett streets. O’Linda 
Watkins-McSurely, president of the Moore County 
NAACP, said he was “very much a community 
supporter.” 
 
“He was a great leader as far as supporting the 
NAACP,” Watkins-McSurely said in a phone 
interview on Sunday. “Any time the NAACP needed 
some financial support, he was right there for us. He 
really believed in justice and equality for everybody.” 
 
Thompson was also a veteran of the U.S. Army. He 
spoke to members of American Legion Post 177 this 
spring about his experience in the military. 
 
“I gave Herman the floor and I had to get him off the 
stage because he kept going on and on about every 
war story he could think of,” Vincent Gordon, 
commander of the post, recalled with a chuckle. “But 
that was just how he was. He told some jokes — some 
old military jokes that we can’t repeat — and had us 
all laughing like crazy. He brought a beam of light to 
our post, and we enjoyed him tremendously.” 
 
Gordon added that Thompson was “a very honorable 
man with a rich life history.” 
 
The sentiment was echoed by Chris Thomas, a 
barber at Blendz Barbershop in Southern Pines who 
cut Thompson’s hair for more than a decade. 



 

Thompson was affectionately known among the 
shop’s staff as “Uncle Herm.” 
 
“He was a legend to us,” Thomas said. “He was a 
pillar of the community.” 
 
Thompson had an energetic presence that often 
belied his advanced age, according to Thomas. 
 
“He always kept his energy up,” he said. “When 
people found out he was 91 years old, they couldn’t 
believe it because he didn’t look his age and he was so 
upbeat.” 
 
Thomas said Thompson “loved giving back” to 
children in the community, and would “encourage 
the kids to be whatever they wanted to be.” 

“He used to come into the barbershop and give the 
kids a gold dollar or a dollar bill,” Thomas said. “As 
the kids grew older, they would sometimes see him 
and say, ‘Do you remember giving me a dollar?’ 
He’d always remember them.” 
 
In an interview with The Pilot last year, Thompson 
reflected on his role in the Civil Rights movement. 
 
“I am proud of my part in the Civil Rights fight,” he 
said at the time. “I am glad I participated and I am 
glad that things did get better.” 

Your Newsletter Editor – Paul Shaffer 

On Thursday, September 15th we 
are back at CCNC to start our fall 
meetings. We have a busy fall as 
you can see by reading this 
newsletter, email notices, and 
website announcements about the 
many events and meetings that are 
scheduled leading up to the 

November elections.  
 
At our September and October meetings you will 
have an opportunity to meet and greet many of the 
Republican candidates that will be on the November 
ballot. At the November meeting we will hear about 
the “good the bad and the ugly” of the election 
outcome. This election will determine the success or 
NOT of Republicans to gain control of local, state, 
and most important, federal offices that will 
determine the future of our lives for the next two 
years.  

We will be able to temper future government  

influence on inflation, our voting rights, schools, and 
our daily lives or NOT. Republicans can get out to 
vote and get others who will vote for conservative 
Republicans and change the direction of our country. 
OR, we can complain about those in office, get mad 
at our voting process and stay home. Doing that will 
assure that the DEMS WIN, and things will get worse 
for the next two years and possibly set the stage for 
another four years of DEM rule in 2024! It is up to 
you and me to determine the future! 

GET OUT TO VOTE & GET OUT THE VOTE! 

Member – Connie Lovell 
(see article on the insert front)  

From Outside the Club 
 

This and That 
(following and on the insert back) 

 

 
 

******************* 
Visit the Club website: www.MCRMC.club , watch 
for emails and make a reservation for the 
Thursday, September 15 meeting. Reservation 
must be made on or before September 11.   

MCRMC, PO Box 1812 
Southern Pines NC 28388 
       (910) 420-061 


