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President’s Message by John McLaughlin: 
 

I just got in from a 700-mile business trip in 26 
hours in NC and SC. There are a lot of statistics on 
the internet discussing indicators of 
potential recession in 2023. Most of these are 
gleaned from State and Federal reports which we 
all know can be manipulated to produce the desired 
results of the author.   
 

During my 40-year career in the construction/development business, I 
learned a simple way to gauge the present and near future business 
environment. It is to view the frequency of long-haul truckers on the major 
interstates. I must report that I was on I-85, I-40, I-77, and I-26 during this 
trip and observed light trucking activity.   
 
I think our 23/24 economy is in for some rough years as we approach the 
2024 election cycle..  I feel that this weak economy should bode well for the 
Republican Party.  The RNC should focus on the issues of the DNC/Biden 
Administration policies of:   
 
(1) Open borders  
(2)  Debt ceiling escalation  
(3) US continued spending and involvement in the Ukraine war  
(4) Wok ideology  
(5) Continued attacks on traditional public education   
(6) Weakening of our military capabilities, and  
(7)  Covid mandates on Americans..  
 
Our key to winning control of Federal , State, and County/local governance 
is to run ISSUE oriented campaigns and not get involved in negative 
infighting within our own party.  UNITY is the key to success in 24.  
 
We had successful results in Moore County through strong leadership and 
hard work in 2022.  
 
Let's keep  up the momentum! 
 
John 
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COMMITTEES for 2023: 
 
Membership, Communication 
& Publicity: 
    Todd Maness* 
Finance: 
    Jim Legg* 
Fundraising & Candidate  
Finance:  
    John McLaughlin*  
    EC Members     
Golf Tournament 2023: 
    Bill Demastus* 
    Robert Bortins 
Nominations: 
    Tom Adams* 
Programs: 
    Wayne Boyles* 
Bylaws: 
    Bill Scholtes* 
Veterans & First Responders: 
    John Boesch* & Todd  
    Maness* 
 
*Committee Chair 
 

If you would like to serve 
on a committee, let an EC 
member know. 

 

See V.P Programs Wayne 
Boyles’ article about this 
month’s program. Don’t miss 
our special speaker, here to 
bring us up to date on all things 
NC GOP. 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Meeting Day, Date & Location changes for 2023  
 

For the remainder of 2023, the club 
meetings will change to Wednesdays 
except April when it will be on the 
second Thursday. Note the location 
change to the Whispering Pines Country 
Club.  Also note that we have scheduled 
the annual golf tournament on Monday,  
June 19th at CCNC, which likely means 

there will not be a regular meeting that month. More golf details 
to follow. 
 
Watch for email and newsletter updates for further information. 
See the following luncheon meeting dates and mark your 
calendar: 
 
    Wednesday March 8th              Wednesday September 13th 
    Thursday April 13th                  Wednesday October 11th   
    Wednesday May 10th                Wednesday November 8th 
    Monday June 19th Golf             Wednesday December 13th 
                                  (see articles in newsletters and emails for more details) 

____________________________________________ 
 

Dues News: 
 

The 2023 dues should have been paid by January 1st. If you have not paid 
your 2023 dues, they are past due and should be paid ASAP. Those who have 
not paid dues for this year by April 1 will be considered “inactive” and no 
longer members of the club. If you become inactive, you will no longer get the 
newsletter, you will not receive meeting notices, or any other club event 
information. Please pay your dues of $30 by personal check to MCRMC and 
mail it to PO Box 1812, Southern Pines NC 28388. If you have any questions 
about your dues, contact Treasurer Jim Legg as noted in the left column.  



 

February Meeting Report 
 
The February luncheon was a first for several 
reasons. This was our first meeting on a Wednesday 
rather than a Thursday for many years. It was also in 
the second week of the month whereas we had 
previously met in the third week. In addition to a 
change of weeks and days, we met at the Country 
Club of Whispering Pines, a location different than 
where we had met for many years.  
 
Even with these changes, we had an attendance of 
just under 110 people, more attendees than we had 
seen since early last year. This bodes well for the club 
as we move toward the next general election in 2024. 
We, however, should not rest on our laurels, rather 
we should encourage our fellow members to continue 
their involvement by coming to all future meetings. 
In addition, we should all find one or more like-
minded conservatives and ask them to a future 
luncheon as well as ask them to become members.  
 
The attendees began to arrive as usual around 

11:30am for registration. After getting registered, 
paying for lunch, and putting on their name tags, the 
attendees greeted other members and found a table, 

visiting until 
the noon 
hour call to 
order.  
 
At the noon 
hour, 
President 
McLaughlin 
asked all to 
be seated 
and called 
the meeting 
to order. He 
welcomed 

the attendees to the new meeting location and opened 
by asking everyone to stand and say the Pledge of 
Allegiance led by Charter Member, George Little. At 
the conclusion of the Pledge, McLaughlin asked our 

new Chaplin, Reverend James Thyne, to offer an 
opening prayer and bless the luncheon meal.  
 
After Reverend Thyne’s prayer, President 
Mclaughlin introduced guests and dignitaries 
including elected officials, and officers of other 

organizations. He also informed all that the 
scheduled speaker, NC House Speaker Tim Moore, 
was unable to attend due to an important bill in 
Raleigh being brought before the NC House today. 
However, he announced that we were able to get NC 
Treasurer, Dale Folwell, to come from another 
meeting near here and be our program speaker. 
Treasurer Folwell was expected to arrive by no later 
than 12:40pm  
 
After introductions, the attendees went through the 
buffet line and enjoyed a meal of BBQ, with or 
without a bun, salad, Mac & Cheese, chili and 
banana pudding for dessert. No one, including your 
Newsletter Editor, went hungry at our first luncheon 
at the Country Club of Whispering Pines. Many were 
heard to say how much they enjoyed the delicious 
meal. 
 
After lunch, President 
McLaughlin again 
took the lectern and 
began the program 
for the day. First, he 
asked Moore County 
Sheriff and club 
member Ronnie Fields 
to come forward and 
give an update on the 
power outage 
investigation. Sheriff 
Fields, as expected, 
was not able to discuss 
the details of the 
investigation of the 
power station 



 

shootings that caused the outage. He did, however, 
assure attendees that all resources were being utilized 
within the Sheriff’s department as well as outside law 
enforcement agencies including the FBI. He assured 
the audience that every effort was being made to 
identify and capture those responsible. The attendees 
showed their appreciation with a resounding round 
of applause.  
   
Following Sheriff Fields, former club President, Bill 
Demastus was asked to come forward and share a 
moment of “red meat.” Demastus told a short story 
that brought delight and laughter to all in 
attendance. It 
would not do 
justice to try and 
repeat it here in 
writing, so if you 
were not in 
attendance, it 
would be worth 
your time to seek 
out Bill at a 
future meeting of 
the Moore 
County GOP or 
the MCRMC and 
ask him to tell 
you the story in 
person! 
 
After Demastus concluded his report, McLaughlin 
asked VP Programs, Wayne Boyles, to come forward 

and introduce our speaker. Boyles began by 
welcoming Treasurer Folwell to our meeting and 
offered thanks for him coming at the last minute. 
Boyles then gave some history and other important 
facts about Folwell’s background and his election to 
the position of Treasurer of North Carolina.  
 
Treasurer Folwell was welcomed to the lectern with a 

round of applause. Folwell expressed his appreciation 
for being invited to speak and explained that he was 
in nearby Asheboro at a function which made it 
possible for him to come on such short notice. He 
explained how important Moore County’s voters 
were in getting him re-elected in the last election. He 
expressed his thanks and appreciation for the 
support. He explained that the Treasurer of the state, 
as expected, was responsible for administration of 
state funds and for being a responsible custodian of 
those funds. Folwell explained how, with the support 
of the Republican House and Senate members, he 
was able to bring the state out of an over 2 billion 
dollar deficit to an over 1 billion dollar surplus. He 
highlighted the sound fiscal position of the state 
pension fund.  
 
He explained the most recent savings to the state 
happened due to the change of state employee health 
care coverage from Blue Cross and Blue Shield to 
Aetna Insurance. This savings was accomplished 
through a bidding process. He explained the 
difficulties in making the change while explaining the 
reasons that it came about.  
 
In concluding, Folwell talked about the NC Cash 
Fund where unclaimed cash in banks belonging to 
companies and individuals is transferred and held. 
Individuals and companies can search the fund 
website to see if there is money belonging to them on 
deposit and request the funds to be returned. He 
provided cards at the meeting with information 
about searching for funds. Following is an image of 
the front and back of the card so our members can 
follow up to see if they have any money there:  



 

    

 
At the conclusion of his presentation, Folwell took 
questions from the audience. At the end of the Q&A, 
the meeting was adjourned at about 1:20pm.  
 
A closing comment: please remember that our March 
meeting in on the SECOND WEDNESDAY, March  
8, and is being held at The Country Club of 
Whispering Pines. Watch for email announcements 
about the program, plan to attend and bring a 
prospective member.   
 

Treasurer’s Report – Jim Legg 
 

2023 DUES are now 
Past Due! 

 
As of this submission 100+ 
members still have not paid 2023 
dues.  Unpaid dues represent a 
$3,000 budget deficit.  We need 
that money to pay ongoing expenses of the Club and 
build on reserves to contribute to local/state political 
candidates in 2024.  Please pay your 2023 dues. 
 
If you wish to pay online visit our home page, Home | 
Republican Men's (www.mcrmc.club) and click on 
pay dues now.  If you pay online you will be charged 
$31.59.  The additional $1.59 covers PayPal 
processing fees.  You can also pay $30.00 dues in 
person at our luncheon or mail a PERSONAL check  

payable to MCRMC to MCRMC, P.O. Box 1812 
Southern Pines, NC 28388   
 
After the March meeting, those who have not paid 
dues for this year will be contacted by an EC member 
about paying 2023 dues. If 2023 dues are not paid by 
April 1, the member will become “Inactive” and will 
be dropped from the membership database.  Let me 
know if you get a call and have any questions or 
think you have already paid.  
 
As of this submission, the bank balance is $17,401. 
 

Luncheon Meeting News – March 
Mike Freidel, Lunch Admn & EC Member 

This is our second luncheon 
being held at the Country 
Club of Whispering 
Pines.  Our first luncheon 
was a huge success.  This 
month we will be having beef 
stroganoff with beef tips in 
gravy, egg noodles, peas, 
garden salad and a dessert. 

So, come out and enjoy a delicious meal while we 
listen to a special speaker and honor the football 
coaches of North Moore High School football team 
for their amazing season. 

As usual please let me know what you like or dislike 
about having our luncheon at the Country Club of 
Whispering Pines.  I can be reached at either 910-
722-6436 or at mefreidelsr@gmail.com. 
 
God Bless, 

Mike 

Program News – March 
By Wayne Boyles – VP Programs 

 
Our March program brings us an 
important opportunity to learn 
what is happening at the North 
Carolina GOP. Our speaker will be 
Jason Simmons, Executive Director 
of the North Carolina Republican 
Party and he will give us an update 
of all things GOP for 2023 and 
2024. 
 
We were able to get Simmions as a speaker after the 



 

cancellation of NC Secretary of Agriculture because 
of last minute conflict caused by events in Raleigh.  

 
Simmions is an experienced 
campaign operative, having 
worked on multiple 
presidential campaigns, 
including the North Carolina 
state director for the Donald 
J. Trump for Presidential 
Campaign in 2016. Most 

recently he served as the Regional Political Director 
for Trump Victory overseeing campaign operations 
across seven states. To learn more about Simmions, 
go to the following NCGOP website link: 
https://www.nc.gop/jasonsimmons  
 
Those who are reading this on email can register to 
attend at our club website, www.mcrmc.club. 
Reservations are required and must be made by no 
later than Sunday, March 5 at 6:00pm.  
 
As a reminder, please note that our meeting is on 
Wednesday, March 8 at the Whispering Pines 
Country Club. For those reading this in email, you 
can click in the following to view a map showing the 
way to Whispering Pines County Club:  
 

Map / Directions  

 
I hope to see you there! 
 

2023 Executive Officer Comments: 
 
(Editor’s Note: Starting with this first newsletter issue of 
2023 and each issue for the year, we are asking our 
Executive Committee members to submit an article for 
publication. The articles can be about the club, current 
events, opinion, comment on political issues, and, or 
anything else that they may feel would be of interest to 
the membership.) 
 
Past President’s Report – Tom Adams 
 
Not enough has been written about 
US Congressman and Senator Jim 
Broyhill’s passing earlier this 
month. He is the only North 
Carolinian in my lifetime to serve in 
both the US House and Senate. 
 
He loved golf and from a very young age was an avid 
reader of history with a cyclopedic knowledge of US 
Presidents. He held numerous honorary degrees and 

The Order of The Long Leaf Pine. Most native North 
Carolinians of my age remember him best as the 
ONLY Republican member of the North Carolina 
congressional delegation. Democrats in the legislature 
gerrymandered his district into all sorts of 
contortions, but Mr. Broyhill always pulled through 
on election day. He was the Republican Party in 
North Carolina long before Jim Holshouser became 
our first Republican Governor since Reconstruction. 
We owe him a real debt of gratitude. 
 
Born on August 19, 1927 in Lenoir, he served in the 
United States Congress for 24 years, both in the 
House of Representatives and Senate. He began his 
career in his family's company, Broyhill Furniture 
Industries, which his father founded. 
 
He entered public service early. He became President 
of the Lenoir Chamber of Commerce in 1956 and 
1957, chaired the Caldwell County Blood Drive in 
1957, and was named "Young Man of the Year for 
Lenoir and Caldwell County" in 1957 by the Lenoir 
Jaycees. He was Vice-Chairman of the Furniture and 
Plywood Council of the NC Forestry Association 
from 1955 to 1962 and was a member of the Lenoir 
Aviation Club. He was an active member of the First 
Baptist Church of Lenoir where he taught Sunday 
School and was a member of the choir. 
 
In 1962, Jim was elected to the US House of 
Representatives, the first Republican to be elected in 
his district in the Twentieth Century. During his 23 
years' tenure in the House he represented one third 
of the state's counties. He was respected by members 
of both parties both in his district and among his 
colleagues. Because of this he was effective in 
legislative accomplishments and advocating for his 
constituents. 
 
In the House of Representatives, he served on the 
powerful Interstate and Foreign Commerce 
Committee (subsequently the Energy and Commerce 
Committee) where he was ranking minority member, 
the House Post Office and Civil Service Committee, 
and the House Small Business Committee. He was 
awarded "Watchdog of the Treasury" trophies by 
the National Association for Small Business each year 
he was in Congress. He sponsored and helped draft 
many of the major pieces of legislation of the second 
half of the twentieth century. In 1986 he was 
appointed by Governor Jim Martin to the US Senate 
where he served on the Armed Services Committee 
and the Judiciary Committee. 
 
After leaving Washington he served as Chairman of 



 

the North Carolina Board of Economic Development, 
the Secretary of the North Carolina Department of 
Commerce, Member and Chair of the Economic 
Development Committee of NC Citizens for Business 
and Industry, Co-Chairman of the State Bond Drive 
benefiting NC Schools, Co-Chairman of the State 
Bond Drive benefiting the NC University System and 
Community College System and Co-Chairman of the 
North Carolina Welfare to Work Business Council. 
 
Jim Broyhill embodied the term leadership. He was 
always ready to mentor, to help someone in trouble 
or give of himself. He is missed. Thank you for your 
service Mr. Broyhill. 
 
 
(biographical portions of the article are attributable 
to Legacy.com) 
 

  Robert Bortins – EC Member at Large 
 
We often refer to Washington, D.C. as a swamp, but 
each state has its own swamp. It can be disappointing 
to see our values betrayed in Raleigh by our elected 
officials. Although the GOP majority is doing a lot of 
good things, we need to continue to keep an eye on 
them.  One of them I’m not worried about is Neal 
Jackson, he is standing up to the establishment and 
for truth. We can trust him to stay true to his beliefs. 

We will have our annual golf fundraiser in June at 
CCNC. Space will be limited, so start thinking about 
putting together a team, if you don’t play consider 
sponsoring a 1st responder. We will also need hole 
sponsors, so if you know someone with a local 
business who would be interested, please pass that 
information on to me.  I am happy to reach out to 
them. This is one of our main fundraising 
events.  This helps us to keep dues down and 
advocacy high! 

On Saturday, February 26th Pastor Allen Mashburn, 
https://allenmashburn4nc.com/, officially entered the 
race for Lt. Governor with an event in Asheboro. 
That race isn’t until 2024, but we have local races in 
2023. We need to continue to find and elect good 
people, not just for the state races, but for local 
municipalities.  They can make Moore County great 
or keep us from fulfilling our 
potential. 

Robert Bortins 

CEO, President, Producer, 

Philanthropist 
Classical Conversations and 
more 
 

                       Newsletter Information: 
 
This, and future issues of the 
newsletter are being 
posted on the Club Website, 
www.MCRMC.club. Those having 

an email address will get notice that the newsletter is 
available and a copy by email. Those who do not have 
an email address will get a paper copy by US mail. If 
you have an email address but also want a paper 
copy, just send an email to me, and request one:        
paulshaffer1943@gmail.com   
 

Elected Officials Contact Information: 
To get the most recent elected 
officials contact information, visit 
the Moore Count Board of 
Elections Website:  

https://www.moorecountync.gov/images/departm
ents/board-of-
elections/elected%20officials%202022.03.03.pdf  
 

Moore County GOP News 

 

Saturday, March 4, 10:30am at Pinehurst Village 
Hall. Registration, Light Lunch & beverages. 12 

Noon Gavel-in. 
10:45am: Precinct meetings convene as 

necessary. 
 
Tom Beddow, Chairman of the 
Moore County GOP 
 
Following is the agenda for the 
Moore County GOP Convention:  
 
10:30am -  Registration Opens 
10:45am -  Make-up Precinct 
Meetings  Conducted for North 



 

Southern Pines, Pinebluff, Pinehurst B2, Robbins, 
Taylortown, Vass, and West End 
 
11:15am – Noon  Lunch Served  (No food allowed in 
Village Hall -  Lobby and Outdoors only) 
 
Noon  -  Opening and Activities 
 
 Convention Call to Order    Tom Beddow 

 Invocation                              Jim Thyne 

 Pledge of Allegiance              Richard Maness 

 Approval of 2021 County Convention Minutes  
                                                 Carol Wheeldon 

 Review & Approval of Convention Agenda/Rules 
                                                 Tom Beddow 

 Straw Poll on Presidential Nominees       
                                                All 

 Convention Appointments                        
Recording Secretary             Carol Wheeldon                    
Parliamentarian                    Cliff Sumrall                     
Sergeant at Arms                  Richard Maness                    
Timekeeper                           Bill Demastus 

 Speakers:   
Chairman’s Update             Tom Beddow                                    
Election Integrity                 Cleta Mitchell 

 Candidates                            3 minutes each 
 Official Convention Business 

Credentials Report - Laura Sumrall/Maureen 
Zumwalt  
Nominating Committee Report - Bill Scholtes                      
Election Of Officers/Appointments - Tom 
Beddow                         
Resolutions Committee Report - Tom Beddow                      
Plan of Organization  Report - Bill Demastus                      
Election of State Convention Delegates -                                                     
Maureen Zumwalt 

 Other Business                      Straw Poll Results   
 Adjournment 

                                  

Governor James E. Holshouser, Jr. 
Speaker Series 

 
Fox News Contributor, Gordon 

Chang to speak on April 4, 
2023, at BPAC, 4:30pm – 
7:30pm. His topic will be 
"China Shakes the World: A 
Revolutionary Remaking of the 
International Order."  

Chang is the author of The Coming Collapse of 
China and Nuclear Showdown: North Korea Takes 
On the World, both from Random House. He also 
has two booklets, The Great U.S.-China Tech War 
and Losing South Korea, by Encounter Books.   
 
Chang lived and worked in China and Hong Kong 
for almost two decades. 
 
His writings have appeared in The New York Times, 
The Wall Street Journal, The Hill, and The National 
Interest, among other publications. Chang has given 
numerous briefings in Washington and other capitals 
and frequently appears on Fox News Channel, Fox 
Business Network, Newsmax, CNN, and MSNBC.  
 
He is a columnist at Newsweek. 
 
Chang has served as a trustee of Cornell University. 

_________________________________ 
To stay current on GOP happenings in Moore 
County and to get information on GOP news and 
other happenings throughout the state and elsewhere, 
visit our website at: www.mooregop.com at least on a 
weekly basis. 
 

Moore County Republican Women News: 
 

Maureen 
Zumwalt 
President 

 
 

Latest news from MRW 
Reservations for March luncheon are closed 

 
Read our February newsletter 

 
Note: The February 25 "Second Chance Prom" has 
been cancelled. 
  
Become a member of MRW! 
We encourage you to join us, the friendliest and best 
Republican women's club in the great state of North 
Carolina!  
 
We're working to make this nation better, with many 
outstanding projects and committees in which you 
can get involved. Or just come and support the cause, 
meet like-minded people, make new friends, and get 
educated at our monthly luncheons and special 
events! Learn more... 
  



 

To stay up to date on what MRW is doing, be sure to 
"like" our Facebook page! 

Tom Schroeder 
  

 
Tom’s News  

Moore County Conservative News 
         Thomas Schroeder 
email: tom@tschroeder.info 

mobile phone: 4501-(910) 687  
Is it Time to Eliminate the State Board of 

Education? 

 
See the Article Below for More Details.  

____________________________________________ 
Is it Time to Eliminate the State Board of 

Education? 
longleafpolitics.substack.com · by Andrew Dunn 
 
Rarely has more attention been paid to education 
policy, here in North Carolina or around the country. 
It's worth spending some time on education 
governance, as well. 
 
While policy outlines what and how schools should 
teach, governance outlines who gets to decide. 
Arguably, that's just as important — and in our state, 
it could use some work. 
 
As it stands today, education governance in North 
Carolina is shared between three particular entities: a 
State Board of Education appointed by the governor, a 

Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 
elected statewide, 
and the General 
Assembly. 
 
They form a 
convoluted system 
that’s slow to 
change and not 
very responsive to 
the people of North 
Carolina. 
 
We'll get into the 
nuts and bolts of 

why this is and why it matters in a minute. But the 
upshot is this: Under our current system, the people 
of North Carolina have little say in statewide 
education management. Voters can weigh in on the 
types of education laws they’d like to see — but have 
no real way to make sure they’re implemented 
properly. 
 
N.C. Department of Public Instruction. 
Photo via NCDPI. 
 
Who's responsible for education in North Carolina 
 
There have been minor tweaks along the way, but the 
main structure of education governance and policy 

has been relatively stable since the 1940s. 
 
Local policy is set by county or city boards of 
education. All 100 counties have a school board, and 
so do 15 cities (like Chapel Hill, Mooresville, and 
Kannapolis). Under state law, these boards of 
education are responsible for: 

 Operating individual schools and extracurricular 
activities 

 Hiring and firing school teachers and personnel, 
including a district superintendent 

 Creating a curriculum to meet the state's standard 
course of study for each grade level 

 Implementing state laws regarding things like 
class sizes and school year calendars. 

At the state level, though, the governance structure is 
more complicated. Three main entities have their 
hand in implementing education policy. 
 
1) State Board of Education. The State Board of 
Education is made up of the lieutenant governor, state 
treasurer, and 11 people appointed by the governor. 
These board members serve eight-year terms, 
meaning it takes until the end of a governor’s second 
term until he or she can fully turn over the board. 
 
The state board has the broadest general authority 
over education policy implementation, including the 
power to: 

 Determine a "standard course of study" for each 
grade level 

 Set content standards for each subject area 

 Set graduation requirements 

 Approve textbooks 

North Carolina’s State Board of Education is required 
by the state constitution and dates back to 1868, when 
it was made up of only Council of State officials. The 
governor began appointing the majority of its 
members after a 1942 constitutional amendment. 
 
2) Superintendent of Public Instruction. Every four 
years, the state of North Carolina elects a 
superintendent of public instruction, per the N.C. 
Constitution. The position also dates back to the 1868 
constitution. The state superintendent is a member of 
the Council of State and leads the Department of 
Public Instruction. The superintendent is also the 
secretary and chief administrative officer of the State 
Board of Education. 



 

Much like a local school district superintendent, the 
state Superintendent of Public Instruction presents 
reports and proposals to the State Board of Education. 
Other than that, though, there is very little statutory 
power in this position. 
 
3) General Assembly. The state legislature has the 
highest authority when it comes to public education. 
The General Assembly can pass laws that the 
superintendent and State Board of Education have to 
implement. However, the General Assembly does not 
have the executive authority to implement its laws. 
 
The problems with this form of governance 
 
There are three main problems with the way North 
Carolina’s education governance is set up. 
 
First, it vests a disproportionate amount of power in 
the State Board of Education, an unelected, 
unaccountable organization. Board members serve 
eight-year terms, meaning they will outlast any 
administration that appoints them. There’s no real 
way to hold board members accountable, even as a 
governor or legislature. 
 
This is a big problem. Unlike most executive branch 
boards and commissions, the State Board of 
Education wields real power — and operates with a 
mind of its own. 
 
Second, our education governance system discounts a 
statewide elected official, the Superintendent of 
Public Instruction. What is the point of going through 
the trouble of electing such a person if he or she has 
no real power? Why should an unelected board have 
this power instead? 
 
And finally, the system of governance is designed to 
create pointless conflict between the State Board of 
Education and the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction. 
 
Functionally, the relationship between the state board 
and the superintendent is similar to that between 
local school boards and their superintendents. School 
boards set policy for their districts, and the 
superintendents are responsible for carrying them 
out. 
 
But there's a key difference: Local school boards hire 
and fire their superintendents as they see fit. The state 
superintendent of public instruction is elected 
statewide. That creates an ongoing power struggle 
between constitutional offices, for no apparent 
reason. 
 
Would House Bill 17 fix this? 

A new bill that's close to a vote on the House floor 
seeks to fix these problems by making the State Board 
of Education elected directly by the people, rather 
than appointed by the governor. 
 
It's a fairly simple bill: If a constitutional amendment 
were to be approved by the people of North Carolina, 
State Board of Education members would be elected 
to four-year terms. The number of members would be 
equal to the number of U.S. House representatives the 

state is allotted, and the State Superintendent of 
Public Instruction would be the chair of the board. 
 
This would be an improvement on the current 
method. It would make the State Board of Education 
directly accountable to the people of North Carolina, 
and take steps to right the relationship between the 
board and the superintendent. 
 
However, it also creates other problems. Down-ballot 
races can already face issues with candidate quality. 
There’s no guarantee that voters will get enough 
information to make the right choices in these 
elections. It may be better to leave education 
accountability to higher-profile offices, where it’s 
easier for voters to make a clear choice. 
 
 
Let's go further. Eliminate the State  Board of Education. 
 
So House Bill 17 likely doesn’t go far enough. I’m not 
convinced that the State Board of Education needs to 
remain intact at all, elected or otherwise. 
 
State education boards have been around for so long 
that it’s hard to find any written rationale for why 
they’re important. In theory, a State Board of 
Education can insulate education policy from partisan 
politics and provide some stability from 
administration to administration. 
 
In practice, though, these so-called benefits do not 
materialize. Education policy is inherently political; 
there’s no way to escape partisanship here, nor is 
there much reason to try. And “stable” can sometimes 
just be a nice way of saying “stuck in a rut.” 
 
Implementing education policy feels much more like a 
core executive branch function best handled by a 
statewide elected official. Two better scenarios come 
to mind: 

1. The governor directly appoints a cabinet-level 
education secretary, eliminating the 
Superintendent of Public Instruction 

2. The Superintendent of Public Instruction is given 
much more latitude to implement education laws, 
putting the position on par with the state 
treasurer or secretary of state. 

In both scenarios, a Board of Education could 
continue in a much more reduced role, perhaps more 
like the Board of Transportation’s relationship with 
the Department of Transportation. This would allow 
the public to still get a window into decision-making — 
the one big advantage the current system has. 
 
Eliminating the State Board of Education would not be 
without precedent. Minnesota's legislature voted in 
1998 to ax its education board through a bill signed by 
Republican Gov. Arne Carlson, transferring power to 
its state superintendent (a gubernatorial appointee). 
 
New Mexico did something similar in 2003, arguing 
that its state board of education was too large and 
cumbersome to effectively manage the school system. 
Empowering a cabinet-level superintendent to run the 



 

state education system "clearly sets public education 
as a priority ... while making the executive branch 
more directly responsible and accountable for the 
improved performance of our public schools," 
according to a legislative memo. 
 
This seems right to me. In the long run, North 
Carolina is best served when the people who govern 
education policy are directly accountable to the people 
of the state. After more than 150 years, it seems like a 
State Board of Education isn’t the best way to handle 
it. 

Tom’s News 
Pinehurst NC 

Thomas Schroeder 
email: comment@tomsnews.mozmail.com 

mobile phone: 4501 -(910) 687  
  

Reslove Blog: 
(Editor’s Note: Several newsletters back, we started 

including an article from the blog: RESOLVE. To see 
all the most recent articles, go to the following: 
www.resolvenc.blog  (If reading this in the paper 
newsletter, type the link address in your web 
browser.) 

‘Hill’ to die on? 

By Connie Lovell 
 
In late January, the board of 
trustees at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill voted 
unanimously to create a new 
learning environment, The School of Civic Life and 
Leadership. Board Chairman David Boliek told The Wall 
Street Journal: “The idea is to end political constraints 
on what can be taught in university 
classes.” Essentially, to avoid conflict with the 
established curriculum, this school would start with a 
new dean and new professors in what might be called 
liberal arts. Students would be able to crosswalk the 
new school and establish studies to fulfill their core 
requirements. 
 
This follows the 2015 University of Chicago 
commitment to freedom of expression on campus that 
has gotten little traction. The weight of tenured faculty 
and entrenched administrators has allowed for 

radicalization in higher education, which is reaching 
new heights of irrelevance. As expected, the UNC faculty 
has had a meltdown in the lounge and is 
“flabbergasted” that the trustees could pull off such a 
stunt without being consulted.   
 
The School of Civic Life and Leadership promises to 
offer a platform of free engagement between faculty 
and students without judgment or intimidation. The 
curriculum will include Liberty and Equality in America, 
Race and the American Story, and The Role of Science 
and Religion in Society.  Scary stuff.  Ideological 
blinders will be checked at the door. The trustees 
recognize that leadership to navigate a polarized 
society is a skill best learned in an atmosphere of free 
expression. 
 
This is a much-needed course correction for higher 
education. Our institutions are threatened by inflated 
tuition and failing graduation rates. Anger and 
frustration are fomenting an unsafe and unhealthy 
environment for our next generation of 
leaders. Campus aggression must de-escalate. The UNC 
trustees should be praised for facing the poor condition 
of higher education, working out a reasonable remedy 
and promising to fund it.  However, resistance is 
mounting. 
 
In mid-February, Belle Wheelan, accreditation official 
for the Governor’s Commission on Governance of 
Public Universities in North Carolina, suggested UNC 
could lose its accreditation, citing the announcement of 
the new school.   She assured authorities that this was 
not a threat, rather a warning to the UNC board of 
trustees. Wheelan is president of the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on 
Colleges (SACS).    
 
In the meeting with the Governor’s Commission, Ms. 
Wheelan advised that the role of board members should 
be “eyes in, hands off.”  She said SACS standards “give 
the faculty the role of developing the curriculum,” and 
to do otherwise could jeopardize accreditation. This is 
important because federal financial aid to the 
institution is dependent upon favorable accreditation. 
Her statement contradicts the North Carolina 
constitution, which gives responsibility to the trustees 
by their appointment by the legislature. It is the 
trustees who run the school not the students, the 
faculty or outside influence peddlers. 
 
UNC-Chapel Hill has given the state a voice for higher 
education that is nearly unmatched in our nation 
today.  We have a role to play in the advancement of 
civil life and leadership in our state. We have the funds 
necessary to create a new learning environment, free of 
ideology and aggression.  We have students capable of 
learning civil discourse and leadership. We have a 
courageous board of trustees willing to recognize the 
need for a new institution of free expression. 
 
Studies now show that hiring reforms in government 
and private enterprise are adopting a “best practice” 



 

model, reducing 
college degree 
requirements 
amid a tight 
labor 
market. This is 
very favorable 
to high school 
graduates and 
community 
colleges. Many 
students qualify 
for skilled and technical placement with basic 
education. Four-year colleges and universities must 
find a way to fulfill the role of advanced education in 
developing professional and leadership skills. Teaching 
classical and practical thinking in a forum free of bias 
makes good sense and good citizens. 
 
This is an extremely important advancement in the 
state’s university system. UNC is a national leader in 
higher education, thus there is no doubt other ranking  
 universities are watching to see if this new school will 
open opportunities for them. The State Board of 
Education, Lt. Governor Mark Robinson, Catherine 
Truitt, State Superintendent of Public Instruction, and 
the 24 members of the Board of Governors need to hear 
your support for this important endeavor.  Give them 
the confidence to prevail. Call them, write them, lobby 
them. Let freedom ring. 
 

Your Newsletter Editor – Paul Shaffer 

Our third meeting this year is just 
around the corner on Wednesday, 
March 8th and it will be the second 
meeting this year at the Country 
Club of Whispering Pines. Many 
commented that we had a great 
lunch last month and an 
outstanding speaker who stepped 
in at the last minute. This month, 

we again had a late change in speakers, but I hope 
you, like me, are looking forward to hearing the most 
recent information about what is going on at the NC 
GOP.  
 
On another note, I hope you have marked your 
calendar for the Monday, June 19th annual 
fundraising golf tournament which will be held again 
at CCNC. Bill Demastus had agreed to be the Chair 
for this year’s Golf, and he will be assisted by Robert 
Bortins. Watch for further details by email and in 
future newsletters. Mark your calendar for June 19th 
and begin to put together your foursome and plan to 
play in this event.  

Hope to see you all at the March 8th meeting! 

From Inside The Club – Our Members 

John Rowerdink – Letter to The Pilot 
 
I find it interesting that President Biden 
constantly uses the phrase “MAGA Republicans” 
to criticize Americans who disagree with him. 

“MAGA,” of course, is an acronym for Making 
America Great Again.” Is he saying it’s bad to 
want to make America great again? 

From Outside The Club 

 
Reminder: Our March meeting is at the 
Country Club of Whispering Pine 

Dues for 2023 can and should be paid now. They 
are $30 payable by personal check to MCRMC 
with “2023 dues” in the memo line. Bring the 
check to the next meeting or mail it to MCRMC 
as noted following:  
 
MCRMC, PO Box 1812 
 
Southern Pines NC 28388 
 


